Terms of 17th Century Absolutism
· Peace of Utrech: (1713). Ended the series of wars fought between France/Spain and England/Dutch/Austria/Prussians over French control over the Spanish crown. Established the ideas of a ‘balance of power’ where no nation was allowed to expand too much.

· Gaspar de Guzman, Count-Duke of Olivares: He was put in charge of Spain by Phillip IV and has been likened to Richelieu, however he felt that Spanish power rested on imperial expansion and involved Spain in the 30YW. 

· Treaty of the Pyrennes: Ended the Franco-Spanish war with the Spanish throne going in a will to France, leading to the War of Spanish Succession.

· Jean Baptiste-Colbert: (1619-1683) was named minister of finance by Louis XIV. He focused on mercantilism and created a French navy/merchant marine. He reformed Frances taxing beauracracy. 
· Baroque Art: A return to classical style after Gothic Art which they considered to be overblown and overbearing. Heavily influenced by the Catholic Reformation. 

· Constitutionalism: limitation of power of government by law, often accompanied by a balance of power between the government and the people.

· English Civil War: Fought between 1642-1649, was ‘For King or Country’ and had resulted after Parliament tried to limit power of the king. Charles I lead the Royalists and Oliver Cromwell/Sir Thomas Fairfax lead Parliament. After the war Cromwell established a military dictatorship which lasted until 1658.

· War of Spanish Succession: A series of wars fought between France/Spain and a European coalition consisting of Austria, England, and others. A Spanish had bequeathed his throne to the French in a will if there were no male heirs to the throne. After Carlos II died childless France claimed it. From 1701-1714 the war lasted with England and the allies winning. The Peace of Utrech said no French king could be a king of Spain. It also established the idea of ‘balance of power’.

· The Fronde: (1648-1653) The Fronde was the name of a widespread civil uprising against the French government against excessive taxes being levied against them and the nobility seeking to gain more power.
· Dutch Republic: The Dutch Republic was an oligarchy with the individual provinces (7?) were run by an elected Stadholder who was appointed by the federal assembly. Holland was the most powerful and principle province.

